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IN THE CLAIMS; 

Please am»d the claims as follows: 

1. (Pieviously Presented) An anti-cioss threading nut, comprising: 

a nut body having first and second open ends at opposite sides thereof and a 
passa^ exiting between said first and second open ends; and 

a plurality of threads extending over a predetennined axial extent of said passage 
to define a threaded region, a remaining portion of said passage bdng unthreaded up to 
said first end to define an unthreaded counterbore, said first end defining a smooth inlet 
opening into said unthreaded counterbore for receiving a correspondingly threaded shank 
memb^, said inlet opening including cross dreading engagement preventing means for 
preventing cross threading engag^ent of said shank member wiA said ihlei opening 
when said shank member is positioned in said inlet opening at an ofif-angle greater than 
an acceptable misalignment angle, and tactile feedback providing means for causing one 
of said nut body and said shank member to vibrate when said shank member engages said 
tactile feedback providing means as said nut body and said shaiik memb^ are caused to 
be connected by use of a power tool when said shank member is positioned in said inlet 
opening at said ofif-angle. 

2. (Original) The anti-cross threading nut of claim 1, herein said 
unthreaded counterbore has a d^ith and a diameter that prevoit the tiireads of said nut 
from engaging matching threads of said shank member when said shank memb^ is 
positioned in said inlet opening at said off-angle* 

3. (Original) The anti-cross threading nut of claim 1, comprising said tactile 
feedback i^oviding means for causing one of said nut body and said shank member to 
vibmte with progressively larger vibrations when said nut body is coimected to said 
shank member by a power tool when said shank member is positioned into said inlet 
opening at progressively larger said off-angles. 
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4. (Qrigmal) The anti-cross tfareading nut of claim 1, wherein said tactile 
feedback providing means cause said nut body to vibrate ^en said nut body is driven by 
a power tool over said shank member. 

5. (Previously PresenteiQ An anti-cross threading nut» comprising: 

a nut body having first and second open ends at omx>site sides thereof and a 
passage extending between said first and second open ends; and 

a plurality of threads extending over a predetermined axial extent of said passa^ 
to define a threaded region, a remaining portion of said passage being unthreaded to 
said fir^ end to define an unthreaded counterbore; 

wherein said first end defines a smooth inlet opening iiiito said unthreaded 
counterbore for receiving a correspondin^y threaded shank member, said inlet opening 
including alternating peaks and valleys, and dther said peaks or said valleys are radiused 
and define a lead in radius to prevent cross tfareadiiig engagement of said shank memb^ 
with said inlet opening, and the others of said peaks or valleys being configured and 
adapted to cause one of said nut body and said shank member to vibrate upon 
engagement wiA said shank member when said nut body and said shank member are 
caused to be rotslably connected tog^er. 

6. (Original) The anti-cross threading nut of claim 5, wherein an axial extent 
of the unthreaded counterbore is structured to prevent the threads of said nut from 
engaging matching threads of said shank member when said shank member is inserted in 
said inlet opening at an entry angle greater than 5^ 

7. (Original) The anti-cross threading nut of claim S, i^4ierein the others of 
said peaks and valleys do not extend into the unthreaded coimteibore. 

8. (Original) The anti-cross threading nut of claim 5, wherein the others of 
said peaks and said vall^s extend into the unthreaded counterbore. 
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9. (Original) The anti-cross tfareadiiig nut of daim 5, ^^^lerein said peaks 
define said lead in radius, and each of said valleys includes a cylindrical or conical 
su]:&ce. 

10. (Qrigiiial) The anti-cioss threading nut of claim S, v^eiein said peaks 
define said lead in radius^ and each of said valleys includes a planar surface* 

11. (Original) The anti-cross fhieadiog nut of claim 5^ wherein said peaks 
define said lead in radius^ and each of said valleys includes a bottom of a generally 
rectangular sh^. 

12. (Original) The antiK:n>ss threading nut of claim 5, vidbierein said valleys 
define said lead in radius, and said peaks include raised bumps, 

13. (Original) The anti-cross threading nut of claim 12, v^ierein said raised 
hmxps have curved and smooth external sur&ces to prevent cross threading engagement 
of said shank member with said bumps. 

14. (Original) The anti-cross threading nut of claim 12, wherein said 
unthreaded counterbore includes an inner cylindrical surface that is smooth over an entire 
axial extent thereof fitun the inlet opening to the intosection b^ween the threaded region 
and the unthreaded counterbore. 
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15. (Previously Presented) An aini-cix)ss threading nui;oomprisi^^^ 

a nut body having first and second open ends at opposite sides thereof and a 
passage extending between said first and second open ends, and a plurality of direads 
ex^nding over a predetermined axial extent of said passage to define a threaded region^ a 
remaining portion of said passage b^g unflveaded up to said first end to define an 
unthreaded oounterbore, said first end defining an inlet opening into said unthreaded 
counterfoore for receiving a oorrespondingiy direaded shank member, said inlet opening 
being configured and ad^rted to include a smooth, generally angled lead in sur&ce 
leading into said unthieaded oounterbore to prevent cross threading engagement of said 
shank memb^ widi said inlet opening when said shank member is positioned in said inlet 
opoiing at an off-angle greater ftan an acceptable misalignment angles and said inlet 
opening being further configured and adapted to include tactile feedback features causing 
one of said nut body and said shank member to vibrate upon engagement with said shank 
member when said nut body and said shank member are caused to be rotatably connected 
together vdien said shank member is positioned in said inlet opening at said off-angle. 

16. (Previously Presented) The anti-cross threading nut of claim 15, wherein 
said smooth lead in sur&ce of said inlet opening is radiused to define a first lead in 
radius. 

17. (Previously Presented) The anti-cross threading nut of claim 16, wherein 
said tactile feedback features of said inlet opening include at least one inwardly extending 
surface with respect to said smooth lead in surface. 

18. (Previously Presented) The anti-cross threading nut of claim 16, wherein 
said tactile feedback features of said inlet opening include at least one outwardly 
extending surface with respect to said smooth lead in surface. 
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1 9. (Previously Presented) The anti-cioss tfaieading nut of claim IS, herein 
said inlet opening includes alternating peaks and valleys, such ihat eiiber said peaks ot 
said valleys define said smooth lead in sur&ce and d)e others of said peaks or said valleys 
define said tactile feedback features. 

20. (Previously Piesented) Hie anti-cross threading mit of claim 19, wherein 
said tactile feedback features ate configured and arranged such that when said shank 
member is inserted in said inlet opening at an entry angle that is less than about 5^, said 
shank member will not £f)preciably engage said tactile feedback features thereby 
providing little, if any^ vibration, and such that when said shank member is inserted in 
said inlet opening at an entry angle that is greater than about 5^ said shank member will 
appreciably engage said tactile feedback features so as to provide significant vibration. 


Page 6 of 8 


PAGE //9'RCVDAT11f12f2004 12:00:32PM [Eastern Stm^^^^ 


